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undermine the independence of 
the judiciary and build “a 
dictatorship.”  

Mr. Aquino, who rode a wave 
of popular discontent with the 
Arroyo administration and the 
legacy of his popular family to 
win the presidency in 2010, had 
promised to root out corruption 
that he says flourished under his 
predecessor and restore public 
trust in government. In March 
2011, the House had impeached 
the Philippine Ombudsman 
Merceditas Gutierrez related to 
her office’s failure to investigate 
several complaints during the 
Arroyo administration. 

Ms. Gutierrez, who denied the 
complaint, resigned before a 
Senate trial could be conducted. 

Mrs. Arroyo, who was elected 
to the House upon leaving the 
presidency, has since been 
arrested by the Philippine Police 
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On January 12, the 
impeachment trial of Philippine 
Chief Justice Renato Corona 
began in Pasay, setting the stage 
for an historic showdown that 
could see Conora become the first 
chief of the judiciary removed 
from office and reinvigorate the 
anti-corruption campaign of 
President Benigno S. Aquino III. 
The Philippine House of 
Representative impeached Mr. 
Conora, who was appointed in the 
waning weeks of then-President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo’s 
second and final term in 2010, late 
last year on charges of culpable 
violation of the Constitution and 
the betrayal of public trust.  

Mr. Conora has denied the 
charges made in the impeachment 
complaint, which was signed by 
188 of 286 House members, and 
has accused Mr. Aquino and his 
allies in Congress of seeking to 
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on corruption charges related to 
her time in office. 

-Jason Newton 

Justice Renato Corona (right) and President Beigno 
S. Aquino III (above) 
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Every springtime, Filipino 
American student organizations 
across the country scramble to 
finalize costumes, squeeze in last-
minute dance rehearsals, and 
memorize lines in preparation for 
an annual custom that has become 
tradition: the Philippine Culture 
Night. It has become an art form 
that is unique to the Filipino 
American experience. Other 
college ethnic groups have 
cultural nights and shows, but the 
Philippine Culture Night, or PCN, 
stands out as something that every 
Filipino cultural organization has 
in common. It has become a 
staple of Filipino American 
performance art, including 
recurring themes and ideas that 
link every Filipino American 
student organization together in 
their expressions of identity, 
cultural awareness, and Filipino 
pride.  

Based on research done by Dr. 
Theodore S. Gonzalvez, there is 
an almost formulaic structure 
used by every Filipino American 
student organization in producing 
these events. Each PCN includes 
the singing of the American and 
Filipino national anthems, 
symbolizing the intertwined 
histories and democratic 
friendship that are manifest in 
Filipino Americans. Tagalog is 
often used as a reminder of the 
heritage that reaches back to the 
time before these families ever 
made it to the United States. 
Culture is also marked by 
indigenized Filipino traditional 
costume and dance that is 
interpreted by each organization’s 
cultural researchers. Lastly, and 
most importantly, is the narrative 
that is played out by the 
organization’s members and 
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combines all of these elements 
together in order to convey some 
theme about the Filipino American 
experience as understood by the 
particular organization.  

The Filipino Cultural 
Association has put on its own 
Philippine Culture Nights since it 
was created in 1981 (it was 
renamed “Filipino Cultural 
Association” in this year after 
being founded in 1978 as 
“Samahang Filipino”); this year’s 
PCN, which will be hosted on 
Saturday, April 14, 2012, will be 
the 30th annual show. The PCN 
held in Spring 2011, was titled, 
“Alex and Taylor’s Awesome 
Adventure: A Bite Out of History.” 
This comedy followed the eccentric 
journey of two friends, one with the 
goal of destroying the Filipino 
heritage and the other trying to 
preserve it, who travel through time 
via a magical history book. By the 
end of the performance, both 
friends learn to appreciate the value 
of every culture. Past shows have 
included subjects like the untold 
story of Lapu Lapu and Ferdinand 
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Magellan, Filipino folk tales, and 
the International Hotel in San 
Francisco, California.  

 PCN always features the 
talent of FCA’s general body, 
including singing, dancing, 
acting, and more. The common 
theme that threads every PCN, 
year after year, and across every 
college campus, is the idea that 
the traditions, customs, and 
values that make up a culture are 
reflective of every individual’s 
contribution to society, and that 
each one of those individuals is 
invaluable to humanity. The show 
is an expression of FCA’s 
perspective on what it means to 
be Filipino American, and how its 
general body members 
understand their role as 
Americans who share a common 
heritage of being Filipino. PCN is 
a celebration of the universal 
ideals that unite every 
organization, every family, every 
community, every nation, and 
every generation.  

-Andrew Aggabao 
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As some of you may know, 
Turkeybowl is hosted and handled 
by George Mason University’s 
Filipino Cultural Association. Any 
logistics involving the tournament 
is prepared by them, while the 
other District VI schools try to 
provide any sort of input. 
Preparations proceeded this 
semester like any other year; 
however, everything changed 4 
weeks before Turkeybowl. At the 
monthly District VI meeting, the 
sports coordinators from each 
school assembled to discuss 
further logistics of the tournament. 
During their conversations, it was 
announced that a venue was not 
secure for the tournament. With 
this recent announcement, the 
District was now scrambling to 
find any sort of venue.  

So let’s break this down: the 
D6 schools were asked to help 
find a venue 4 weeks before the 
event, the venue must have a 
capacity suitable for 8 guys’ teams 
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For many, George Mason 
University’s annual Turkeybowl 
tournament has been a long 
standing tradition for the District 
VI schools. With each passing 
tournament, this flag football 
event has grown to Olympic 
proportions in the eyes of the 
participants. In this test of 
strength, endurance, and 
brotherhood, schools gather to 
prove their worth. Teams practice 
endlessly for this one-day 
tournament each year; much of the 
fall semester is dedicated to the 
preparation of Turkeybowl. But 
what if this tournament didn’t 
happen? What if the tradition and 
legacy that is Turkeybowl came to 
sudden halt?  

This unpleasant thought was 
almost a reality this past semester. 

The Turkeybowl 
(Almost) Disaster 
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and 7 girls’ teams, and the 
location has to be useable from the 
early morning to evening. Keep in 
mind that events of this magnitude 

 
This major flop ended up 

adversely affecting members of 
the other District VI schools. 
Sports coordinators and fellow 
group members spent the next 
weeks calling every location 
imaginable. Frustrations mounted 
causing unnecessary stress for 
many people.  A solution came 2 
weeks before the event as George 
Washington University was able 
to secure Anne Arundel 
Community College as a venue.  

Through the combined efforts 
of the D6 schools, the Turkeybowl 
Crisis of 2011 was adverted. 
Hopefully subsequent years will 
learn from this so we can focus on 
one thing: taking back the Men’s 
trophy.  

-Brandon Bartolome and 
Peter Tarectecan 
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The 2011 District VI Semi 
Formal Dinner Dance was the 
highlight of my first semester here 
at College Park. It was an 
opportunity for the Filipino 
organizations across the DC, 
Maryland, and Virginia area to 
celebrate our culture together as a 
family. I had the opportunity to 
sing the Philippine National 
Anthem and although I was very 
nervous, there were many of my 
fellow FCA members there who 
cheered me on and encouraged 
me.  

The event featured the 
Philippine American Cultural and 
Arts Society (PACAS), who 
performed Singkil before the 
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Dance showcase began. I thought 
their performance was really 
impressive, and I’m pretty sure 
everyone was awed by their 
beautiful garments and by their 
props that they used during the 
performance.  

Shortly after PACAS’ 
performance, the Dance Challenge 
began, wherein all the schools in 
District VI performed the dance 
routines that their Filipino 
organization had prepared for the 
night. Each school had different 
Filipino cultural dance suites. The 
challenge was to incorporate as 
much of these folkdance suites as 
they could into their modern dance 
routine.  

Everyone did a fantastic job, 
and although this was a challenge, 
it was not competitive. For me, it 
was an opportunity for us to get 
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closer together, to dance, and to 
have fun while still presenting 
what our FCA family can offer. 
The whole night was filled with 
entertainment and laughs. 
Preparing for the performance and 
practicing for hours every day 
during that week was stressful, but 
it was worth it. I don’t regret 
getting involved with Modern 
Dance group; it’s made me more 
active and more involved. I didn’t 
dance as much as I do now before 
joining Modern, but now I think 
that dancing will become one of 
my newfound hobbies. Having the 
chance to meet people from 
different schools was a great 
experience at Semi, but seeing 
everything that we’ve worked on 
from day one come together was 
the best thing out of the whole 
experience.  

-Christine Oliveros 

Oh How Fun It Is 
To Dance 
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I might have gone through 
several ups and downs this 
semester, but I’ve been told 
that the big guy upstairs does 
that purposely with my best 
interest in mind. The good 
always outweighs the bad, and 
the bad pushes me to be 
stronger and wiser. So I’m 
thankful to God for that, for all 
the challenges He brought my 
way because they were 
opportunities to learn and to 
better myself. After things have 
been said and done, one learns 
to appreciate the things he or 
she has. This year, I’ve got so 
much to be thankful for. 

I’m thankful for finally 
receiving in-state tuition. I’m 
thankful for actually getting 
good grades this semester. I’m 
thankful for being able to help 
make so many successful 
events this past year. I’m 
thankful for winning 
Turkeybowl. I’m thankful for 
getting better at dancing. I’m 
thankful for my new on-
campus job that makes me feel 
useful and pays for my rent 
each month. I’m thankful for 
hugs that squeeze me until I 
can’t breathe and giant smiles 
on peoples’ faces because they 
just make my day better. I’m 
thankful for finally buying my 
own smartphone and almost 
being able to keep up with the 
latest technology, and in an odd 
way, I’m thankful for losing 
that phone at Cultural Retreat 
because it made me realize how 

Upcoming Events: 
February 10 and 11: 

Cultural Dance Practice 
4PM @ Chemistry Atrium 

 
February 13: 

FCA For Success 
430PM@ 1214 Cole Fieldhouse 

 
February 6 and 8: 

Modern Dance Practice 
630PM @ Chemistry Atrium 

 
February 7: 

Freshman Dinner 
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dependent I became on 
technology.  

And I’m so thankful for all 
the people I’ve gotten to share 
these good and bad times with 
this year. I’m thankful for all 
my friends for keeping me 
sane, for keeping me grounded, 
for keeping things in 
perspective, and for giving me 
tons of strength and support. 
I’m thankful for the 
Elephanteers (past and present) 
who have somehow learned to 
live with me and my messiness; 
I’m thankful to them for not 
letting me take naps when I 
should be doing homework, for 
always making sure I’m fed, 
and for allowing me to be 
ridiculous at all times. I’m 
thankful for all the E-Board 
members I’ve worked with 
because working with them has 
taught me so much about 
working as a team and 
developing my own potential. 
I’m thankful for the LadyTerps, 
the Modern and Cultural 
Dancers, and all the new people 
I’ve met this year. I’m thankful 
for seeing their fire and passion 
because it reminds me of why I 
continue to do what I do and as 
much as I do. I’m thankful for 
my adings for giving me a 
reason to be a better person and 
a good role model. I’m thankful 
for FCA in general, for helping 
me grow as a person, for giving 
me tons of challenges 
opportunities to learn more 
about myself, and for allowing 
me to meet some of the best 
people I’ve ever met in my life. 
I’m especially thankful for my 
family, who I hardly see or talk 
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to these days, and their 
continued support despite my 
indecisiveness with my future 
as well as our differences in 
opinions. I’m thankful for just 
about everyone in my life for 
not only being there, but for 
continually inspiring me to 
push for more and to do it with 
a smile. I’m thankful for each 
morning I wake up and for the 
chance to go to sleep at night. 
And lastly, I’m very thankful 
for this opportunity to show the 
world how secretly corny I am. 

-Christine Bustamante 


