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t's the month of October—the
I month of Halloween and, for
some, Fall Break. But more im-
portantly, it’s also Filipino Ameri-
can History Month! Now this is an
occasion that you don’t want to
overlook, and being a month dedi-
cated to history, I hope you’re well
prepared for a history lesson!

Would it surprise you to know
that American history and Filipino
history are actually closely corre-
lated? In fact, it was Filipinos who
help make America the way it is
today. Among their most notable
contributions to American history
is their efforts during World War
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IT to protect both their nation and
the United States. Many Filipinos
fought alongside U.S. soldiers and
gave their lives for this struggle, yet
to this day, these Filipino war vet-
erans still have not been rightfully
recognized for their service.

In the 1960’s and 1970’s, waves
of Filipinos immigrated to the U.S.
in search of work. At the same
time, America was rapidly devel-
oping and growing, creating a de-
mand for workers to fulfill a stag-
gering amount of jobs in the health
field, service industry, technology,
armed forces, and construction,
just to name a few. Filipinos who
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came to the U.S. were the ones to
respond to these demands, facili-
tating healthy growth in America’s
development.

Equally as important as the
contributions made in Fil-Am his-
tory are the struggles. Since immi-
grating, many Filipinos faced racial
discrimination and underrepresen-
tation. It’s important to remember
the fights against those injustices
in order to appreciate the full pic-
ture of Filipino American history.
What better time to recognize the
challenges of our history and what
we can learn from them than in
Filipino American History Month.
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Need a media outlet
Got an idea for a news
segment? Are you sta
in a play that you wat
advertise? This empty ¢
could be yours! Contac
DPE, Andrew Hahm, i
want to get a word out!
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